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SUBJECT: General Coisneel • a Functions - Ki lli frn Uousaittes 


X, Disregarding the legal services that are similar to these 
elsewhere In Oovemnent, the following are the main points that nalu. 
our work somewhat different: 

a. Our basic and enabling legislation has provisions 
and authorities which nre unique in Ooverment, particular 4* 
in funding and expenditure powers and exceptions from norma 
Government review procedures. It is the lawyer* • Job to 
ascertain requirements for such legislation and to draft and 
interpret such lavs. 

b. The Director lias expenditure authority which is rot 
reviewable outside the Agency, and in the exercise of that 
authority this Office acts in piece of the Comptroller Oeremi „ 
The philosophy is to fbllov, insofar as practicable, standard 
Government principles but to assure that those Agency activities 
which cannot follow such principles are supported fiaanoielly 
in an effective Banner, 


c. The Agency is exempt from the Classification Act and 
the Director ha® authority to terminate any emgCLoyee when at 
deems it in the national interest. Such authority i# not 
subject to Civil Service Commission review. Sagiloyee status 
and problems involved in e mp l o yment and termination of pet soars! 
present legal questions not encountered elsewhere. Similarly, 
the Agency employe throughout the world a variety of people in 
various different capacities, many of which are not consistent 
with or even permissible under the authorities of other agencies. 
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problems crested by cover and security are a ewnonut 

liquidation of operational ggojtota are occasionally twttcrr 
for lovyers to handle, bat the legal determinations w« b» raetlit 
vlth duo regard for the requlreaetitB of the covert operatic a . 


25X1 


g In addition to the field* diecuaaed above, the vide r»igc of 
Agency interests has pat us in touch tfith all aspects of the l*r, even 
8ueh°8pecial fields as admir^t^ divor^ iaternationax, 
patent lav. The specialised relation of the intelligence era o, tfcj. 
Executive to the Congressional and (Judicial branches is a vholt tool 
in itself. Throughout all the problems mentioned above rutne tie 
fundamental difference ftcm. noraal Government counseling that v a arc 
unable because of security and operational considerations to ooneul 
vitb the normal Government authorities In these matters and mtsp 
their rulings in specific eases. 


SOUSTOh 

General Counsel 
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